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AGENDA 

NYSSEA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
    SATURDAY, JUNE 02, 2018 

 
Hilton Hotel - JFK 

144-02 135th Avenue 
Queens, NY  11436 

 
 

I. Call to Order  -  Roll Call  
 
II. Officers' Remarks 
 
III. Approval of Agenda 
 
IV. Approval of the Consent Agenda 
 
  Approval of Minutes - January 13, 2018 
   
  Committee Reports 
 
V. Unfinished Business 
 
  1  2018 Conference 
 
  2  Conference Software Proposal 
 
  3  NYS Legislation / Albany Legislation Day 
 
  4  Sponsorship Summary Document 
 
  5  NYSSEA Benevolence/ Bereavement  Proposal   
                      
VI. New Business 
 
  1  Nevada Defense Fund Discussion 
 
  2  Nominating Committee Report & Discussion 
   
  3  Approval of NYSSEA 990 & Balance Sheet   
 
  4  SSLA Nomination & Project Selection 
 
  5  Chapter Structure & Membership 
 
VII.  Good of the Order 
 
  1  Round Robin of Good Ideas 
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Board Report 
Meeting:  June 2, 2018 

President 
 

 
 
To the Members of the Board: 
 
 Greetings!  Once again we are presented with an ambitious agenda for the day.  I'm hoping airline 
issues will not disrupt our meeting, although Jamie, Michael & Jeff are to be commended for their resource- 
fulness in providing a hybrid video meeting in January.   
 
 In preparing to write this report, I went through all the emails washing through the president.org 
email account.  I am amazed at the number of fires that seemed so urgent at the time, yet would have been 
better left to just burn out than try to extinguish!  Maybe NYSSEA would be better served by a Fire Chief 
than an Asst. Treasurer.  Would certainly help Phyllis deal with DTF. 
 
 Which provides a great segue.  One of the more significant activities I participated in, along with 
Phyllis Jo Kubey, EA , was a meeting with Nonie Manion, Exec Deputy Commissioner DTF.  Once again, 
she brought several of her lieutenants to answer questions provided by the membership in response to our 
request.  I have attached two pages (Appendix A) representing almost all of the actual emails I received 
from the members.  Please read the Discussion Topics as presented by Phyllis Jo Kubey, EA in her Liaison 
Report.  Obviously, the DTF-973.56-O - Request for W-2/1099 withholding was by far the primary concern. 
 
 Having just read Phyllis' report, I will abbreviate my remarks on the Nonie Manion meeting.  But it 
became very clear that DTF continues to receive bad payroll data from the NYS-45s, and particularly from 
the institutions reporting 1099-R data.  This mismatching of info generates the above letters requesting 
withholding verification.  Read Phyllis' report for a further discussion. 
 
 Once again, from the emails, the IRS has revised the EA Logo.  Everyone is expected to use the 
new logo by October, per the IRS.  Active enrolled agents can obtain the logo by emailing a request to 
epp@irs.gov with the subject line "EA logo". 
 
 Also from the IRS, recommendations for the 2018 - 2019 Priority Guidance Plan are being sought 
in issuing Notice 2018-43.  The link provided:  https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/n-18-43.pdf 
While I think this is best handled by the Government Relations committee, I did want to make the Board 
aware of this opportunity. 
 
 Looking ahead to our Agenda, you will see some perennial favorites included:  Conference, 
Legislative Day & Sponsorship which require ongoing attention to run the Society.   But we never seem to 
reach the Chapter Structure & Membership item on the agenda.  This despite the fact that Board minutes 
continually show 2 chapter reps being absent due to no elections having been held!  Maybe it is time to 
terminate one or more chapters. 
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 Regardless of how we approach solving the Chapter issue, I plan on moving on to item VII, where 
we will hold a round robin of new ideas.  Most of you were present the last time we did this at Honor's 
Haven in October, 2016.  Many good things came from that exercise.  As I look toward the final months of 
my presidency, I would like to spend my time being as productive as possible.  So, I would like to go around 
the table and ask for each of you to share your best new idea or improvement for the Society.  No 
discussion, just a quick 30 seconds per individual of getting a list from the Board of potential ideas to benefit 
NYSSEA.  It will be a great time to voice that idea you haven't shared yet!  Think about it.  See you soon. 
  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ken Kohlhof, EA 
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deadline for nominations is June 11th at 5pm.  They would need to write a short bio of 
the nominee as this is the basis for the awards committee's decisions. 
 
Also, the Nevada Affiliate made a short presentation concerning their ongoing legal 
problems with the State of Nevada regulating Enrolled Agents and impacting their right 
to practice.  This regulation impacts all EA's that have clients in Nevada and my 
greatest concern is that it could be used as a template by other States in regulating 
EA's.  The Nevada affiliate has incurred legal expenses and needs help in meeting 
those expenses.  NAEA has made an outlay from the national legal defense fund, but 
more is needed.  Since many affiliates as well as NAEA helped NYSSEA when we had 
our legal issues with New York State, I feel that NYSSEA should make a donation from 
our legal defense fund to support the Nevada affiliate at this time.  I've sought the 
advice of members of the Government Relations committee and the Executive 
committee and will be presenting a motion at the Board meeting to that effect. 
  
The second day started with a joint session with the NAEA Board discussing the new 
Affiliate Agreement and a presentation on the new Online member forums presented by 
Chris Hardy, EA.  Jean Nelson, EA reviewed the new Affiliate Agreement section by 
section and noted the objections raised by the various affiliate leaders.  We finished the 
morning and early afternoon with committee updates from Membership, Public 
Relations, Government Relations and Educating America.  The latter part of the 
afternoon was taken up by Raven Deerwater, EA Chair of the Governance committee 
concerning proposed changes to the NAEA By-Laws.  These proposed changes are 
extensive, and I recommend that all members read the full document which can be 
found on the NAEA website.  You must be logged in as a member to access the 
information.  The information is under "about NAEA", "Leadership and Governance" , 
"Meeting Minutes and Documents". 
The day ended with the Installation Dinner for our new President Jean Nelson, EA. 
 
On May 18th I attended the NAEA Board meeting as the representative of NYSSEA.  
This meeting was much less scripted than the last several meetings, it was also much 
shorter than many past meetings.  The By-Laws and Governance committee made their 
presentation and made four motions. Motion 1 concerned the extensive revisions to the 
NAEA By-Laws and was passed by the Board and will be presented to the membership 
for their approval at the annual meeting.  Motion 2 concerned reducing  the size of the 
Board and was not approved by the Board.  Motions 3 and 4 concerned revising the 
Policy and Procedure manual and updating the Officer and Director job descriptions, 
both were passed by the Board and do not require membership approval.  NAEA has a 
projected loss for this fiscal year and the Board discussed a dues increase, which is 
sure to be a topic of discussion at the annual meeting.   
 
I continue serve as the President of the Central Chapter and have led each of our 
meetings and will be presenting on Hobby vs Business at our June meeting.  Central 
Chapter will be holding elections of Officers in June and I will be stepping down as 
Chapter President at the June meeting.  I do intend to stay fully involved in the Chapter 
and to continue to attend all meetings and activities.   
 
 
I have taken part in all of the Executive committee teleconferences and continue to 
serve as the Government Relations Chair for NYSSEA.  I have been selected to once 
again serve as a member of the NAEA Government Relations committee.   
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I have a request for all those members who have attended the Schuldiner/Smollan 
Leadership Academy (SSLA) and that is: I would like to have each of you provide a 
synopsis of your experience at the academy describing your SSLA project and the 
outcome to be included in the annual report that will be distributed to the members in 
October.  I would like to list an "honor roll" of the members that have attended and their 
accomplishments to entice more of our members to apply to attend.   This is part of 
adopting an annual report similar to that of MaSEA that we discussed at the January 
meeting.  I would like to get a couple of pages from each attendee showcasing their 
experiences and project.  
 
 
   
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Michael E Lawrence, EA  
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Kohlhof, EA will check on Compass Webinars and discounts for 
NYSSEA members. 

   
 Jeffrey Gentner, EA gave a presentation on the Massachusetts 

Annual Report that they give at their Conference and would like us 
to do the same thing. 

  
Kenneth Kohlhof, EA ask for volunteers to go to the SSLA 
Leadership Academy.  Several people showed interest. 
 
Handel Edwards, EA state that he would be willing to teach 
Leadership Training and Development at the Chapter levels. 
 
Michael Lawrence, EA made a motion that NYSSEA add $2,500 
form general funds to our separately stated restricted legal defense 
funds.  Motion seconded by Kenneth Kohlhof, EA.  Motion 
approved. 
 
Victoria McGinn, EA CPA made a motion that Leadership training 
session be held on the Friday of Conference form 2-4 followed by 
Board Meeting.  People will be specifically invited to attend this.  
Check for room and cost.  Motion seconded by Loyd Lemos, EA.  
Motion approved. 
 
Chapter Structure and Membership talked about ways to help 
chapters and get more members involved. 
 
Handel Edwards, EA presented a proposal that for a 
Benevolence/Bereavement Fund.  He stated that this fund could be 
use by members. 
 
Michael Lawrence made a motion that we table the discussion 
concerning the Benevolence/Bereavement Fund.  Motion seconded 
by Ann Kummer, EA CPA.  17 For and 1 Abstain.  Tabled and 
referred to Governance. 

 
Unfinished Business: Webinars 
 Benevolence/Bereavement Fund 
 Conference Software Proposal 
  
 
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 4:00 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Vicki Hermann, EA 
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Secretary 
 
Next Meeting Saturday June 2, 2018 at Hilton New York at JFK. 
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Directors Report 
 

Rodger Alwais, EA 
 

Board Meeting June 2, 2018 
 

 
 
 To the members of the board: 
 
 
 1) I will be assisting Koreen Jervis on the Conference Committee, and at Conference 
 
 
 2) I have supported Educate America since its inception.  I have  met with: 
 
     Livingstone Young, EA, NTPI Fellow 
     Young's Tax and Financial Services 
     Elmont, NY 11003 
     (516) 561-8637 
 
    at Metro's January Tax Update.  He was given my name as a presenter by Gleim.   
    Livingstone is a library board member where he was approached by Queens     
    College in regards to Educate America.  We discuss how he can help us get Educate   
    America into more colleges as he clearly has an in.  I also introduced him to our state  
    President Ken Kohloff. 
 
 3) I am now a member of the finance committee.  I have been assisting Sal Candela, Treasurer in      
     both day to day matters.  Note you can now find us on GuideStar under New York State Society  
     of Enrolled Agents or simply NYSSEA.  
 
     For those unfamiliar with GuideStar, they gather and disseminate information about every  
     single IRS-registered nonprofit organization.  I will be updating NYSSEA's information on  
     GuideStar so that it mirrors NAEA. 
 

 

16

tel:(516)%20561-8637
https://learn.guidestar.org/about-us/#npo-info


 
22 Hidden Ridge Common, Williamsville, NY 14221 

Members Licensed to Represent Taxpayers before the Internal Revenue Service 
 

 

Contact:   
Jeffrey R Gentner, EA, Executive Director 
Email:   jgentner@nyssea.org 

Phone: 716-616-0104 
Web Site:    nyssea.org 
 

 

Kenneth R Kohlhof, EA, President 
Michael E Lawrence, EA, 1st Vice-President 
Handel Edwards, EA, PhD, 2nd Vice-President 
Salvatore P. Candela, EA, Treasurer 
Vicki Hermann, EA, Secretary 
 
 

 
 

Membership 

 

To the members of the Board: 

 

There is nothing new to report in this area.  I continue to send out new member packages and provide Jeff 
Gentner with the names of the new members so they can be added to the NYSSEA website.  I also 
regularly continue to contact those individuals whose membership is terminating or suspended.  I hope to 
have more time to interact with our new members now tax our busy season is over. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lisa Cancellarich, EA 
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NYSSEA – METRO CHAPTER REPORT 
for June 2, 2018 Board meeting 

Current Officers: 
Renee Schweke, EA, President* 
Emilie Archambault, EA, Vice-President 
Fangxia Lin, EA, Secretary 
David Grosdorf, EA, Treasurer 
Michele Eaton, EA, Chapter Representative 

2018 SPRING CHAPTER MEETINGS 

Date Topic Speaker IRS Course # CE 
credits 

# of 
Attendees 

01.16.2018 Once-in-a-
Generation Tax 
Code Changes 

John Sheeley, EA XER5B-U-
00335-18-I 

2  77 
 

Upcoming:      
05.29.2018 Federal Taxation 

of Retirement 
Accounts 

Chris Pollard, 
CFP, MBA, EA 

TBD 2  

06.27.2018 Resolving a Back 
Tax Debt 

Eric L. Green, 
Esq. 

TBD 
 

2  

 
Metro Chapter’s first meeting of 2018 was a Federal Update offered by John Sheeley.  Metro 
President Renee Schweke arranged a co-sponsorship of the meeting with Xero, as well as a new 
venue called Convene, in response to some members’ dissatisfaction with Dallas BBQ.  The 
meeting was very well attended and Convene is a good meeting space.  There were a number of 
organizational and financial challenges to this event: 
 

1) Xero agreed to foot most of the bill for the event, which included the meeting space, wine 
and hors d’oeuvres, with the understanding that the fees members pay for chapter 
meetings would be turned over to Xero to help defray their costs.  The agreement did not 
take into account that NYSSEA does have costs associated with providing CE to its 
members.  This was pointed out to Renee in a conference call prior to the event; however, 
she felt that she had already agreed to turn over the full member cost to Xero and did not 
re-negotiate the amount with them. 

2) Part of the agreement with Xero was that they would be permitted to do a one-hour 
presentation of their accounting product to the group after the 2-hr CE presentation.  
Instead, Xero presented first, before Sheeley’s session, and went considerably overtime; 
then asked Sheeley to shorten his presentation to avoid going overtime on the room rental 
at Convene. 

3) There were not enough helpers for the registration process, which made for a bumpy start 
to the session.  If Metro wishes to continue this kind of co-sponsorship, we should 
consider some kind of advance online registration; I believe there are online tools 
available. 

26



4) NYSSEA has platinum sponsors whose right it is to attend all chapter meetings; I was 
asked not to invite Gene Hamilton, our TASC sponsor, to the update because it was felt 
there would be a conflict with Xero’s sponsorship. 

5) Does the serving of wine as part of the cost of the meal violate our policies?  I believe if 
alcohol is served it needs to be completely on the sponsor’s dime; members should not 
feel that NYSSEA’s monies are being spent for recreational beverages. 

 
My sense is that Renee’s initiatives, though fresh and well-intentioned, were not informed by a 
knowledge of NYSSEA’s Bylaws and Policies and Procedures.  Other Metro Board members 
and I have encouraged her to familiarize herself with them so she can plan appropriately going 
forward.  We have also encouraged her to call on her Board early on in her planning processes, 
so that we can offer guidance and assistance.  In the meantime, Renee became ill during the 
spring with a debilitating disease, and has been temporarily unable to resume activities as 
President.  As a result, the remaining members of the Board, with the generous assistance of 
David Locker, have put together two meetings for May and June, listed above.  We will be back 
at Dallas BBQ for these meetings. 
 
Respectfully submitted May 24, 2018 
Michele Eaton, EA, Metro Chapter Representative 
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NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF ENROLLED AGENTS 
BOARD MEETING 

JUNE 2, 2018 
 
 

SUBJECT:  Governance Committee 
 
COMMITTEE:  Barbara MacDonald, EA, Chair; Michele Eaton, EA; Renee Schweke, EA 
 
The Committee reviewed the Benevolence Bereavement Proposal Summary presented by Handel 
Edwards, EA, PhD.  We looked to the By-Laws and Policy & Procedure Manual to see if there were 
any conflicts involved.  Neither provide for such a program.  On the other side there is nothing that 
would prohibit such a program. 
 
If the Benevolence Bereavement Proposal were approved by the Board, a committee would need to be 
established, as well as an SOP for the committee to operate under.  Michele and I felt that the proposal 
as written would be a good start for that.  Our major concern for the board to consider would be how 
the proposal would be funded.  A restricted fund would be needed if the proposal is approved. 
 
 
 
 Barbara A MacDonald, EA 
Committee Chair 
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Liaison, NYS Department ofTaxatiotr & Finance
June 2,2018 Board ofDirectors Meeting

I corltinue to work with NYSDTF Director of Communications and Public Affairs, Diane
O'Dormell and her colleagues at NYSDTF to encouage open lines of communication in
both directions.

Since my last report for the January board meeting, we've had quite a bit of activity.
Some of the timing, during a busy ta,\ season, was tough, but all resulted in good
conversations and intenctions with many of our DTF colleagues.

On February 2 NYSDTF rolled out some new enhancements to our online tax
professional accounts. Unfotunately, some of the tecbnology was not quite ready for
prime time. Many of our members (myselfincluded) had issues with the new accormts. I
was able to work directly with Beth Ostwald (Dircctor, Enterprise Services Bureau Tan
Processing Division) and her staff to get things resolved quickly. Nonie Madon, Acting
Commissioner, sent a letter (attached) thanking NYSSEA for their assistance.

The next tax-season roll-out was the NYS Properry Tax Relief lookup. For the most part,
unless you had taxpayers who received thefu 2017 propefy tax relief check in 2017, the
lookup tool was not helpful. It u?ould not show information for 2016 credits received in
201'7 ot lot 201'7 qedits received in 2018. I had some good dialogue with Brian Coilins,
Business Systems Analyst, who ackaowledged the issues I raised and promised to route
dlem to others who could work toward a better solution. For this filing season, we got no
changes, but at least we were able to get some language on the websit€ that descdbed
what the tool would not do: httpg a @lax4y.sov/pivpropertv/qeditlookup.htm

On February 15 NYSDTF sent out an e-blast refening to tax professional accounts that
appeared to lump enrolled agents with unenrolled preparers. I responded on February 20
and also had conversations with Bob Kerr, NAEA EVP. We took this as an oppodunify
to furlher educate NYSDTF about who EAs are and why they arc special partners in tax
admiifshation.

In my January repot, I referred to building on our June meeting with DTFlBill
Magnarelli to balarce taxpayer rights ard NYS's need for effective tax collection - and
to get to Yes on this issue. After Governor vetoed (for the third year in a row) oru bill
proposing legislative changes to how DTF honors POAS, particularly in the collection
process, Bill Magnarelli called a meeting inviting NYSDTF, NYSSEA, his legislative
director, and staffers from the NYS House Ways and Means Committee to attend.
Timing was not optimal for tax pros, but we knew this was important, and we met on
March 12, 2018. Present from NYSSEA were Ken Kohlhof EA, Michael Lawrence EA,
Don Rosenberg EA, and Phyllis Jo Kubey EA. NYSDTF was represented by Nonie
Manion (Acting Commissioner), Argi O'Leary (Deputy Commissioner, Civil
Enforcement), and Scott Palladino (Deputy Commissioner, Tax Policy Analysis). The
meeting was fruitful and resulted in an administrative solution to the POA problem. We
discovered that DTF had an intemal document that spelled out most of what we had
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